The existence of a hidden dimension of reality is also refl ected in Islamic culture generally, in which human knowledge is basically divided between exoteric and esoteric sciences. Only the exoteric onesgrammar, religious sciences, or medicine and astronomy-are offi cially taught: the orthodox doctors do not approve of the quest for esoteric sciences such as alchemy, astrology or magic. They often harshly condemn them as leading to heresy and the transgression of God's orders; 4 while mainly living in the sensible world, they know about a series of boundaries-and openings-between that world and the dimension of the invisible one.
The World of Demons
One of the most central tenets of esoteric knowledge in Islam is the link between human society and the world of the "demons." "Demons" existed in Arabia before the rise of Islam. They were universally present in the common culture and daily life and highly relevant to the domains of illness and health, divination, and many psychic and intellectual phenomena, such as poetry or music. The belief in their existence continued in Islamic culture, but their function was modifi ed and incorporated in the fabric of common Islamic beliefs and ethics. The function of demons in the Koran and the Sunni tradition is a rather paradoxical one. On the one hand, they are often mentioned. Sura LXXII of the Koran is even dedicated to them: Say (o Muhammad): "It has been revealed to me that a company of the demons ( jinn) gave ear, and they said 'We have indeed heard a Koran that is wonderful, guiding to rectitude. We believe in it, and we will not associate with our Lord anyone. ' " 5 These "demons" are most commonly referred to as jinn (sg jinnî, fem. jinniyya). The term stems from the Arabic root JNN and does not seem to be derived from the Latin genius, as has been suggested by some scholars. The root JNN suggests the idea of being covered, dark, unseen.
